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[ 20 ] 
as in truth all the errors into which we have 
ever fallen, in this refpect, has been owing to no 
other caufe than that of fuppofing, in confe- 
quence of fome plaufible pretences, that there 
might be a difference between the interefts of 
this nation in thofe colonies, and the interefts 
of our countrymen fettled in thofe colonies, 
which can really never happen 3 fo that in con- 
fequence of our being deceived by fuch ap- 
pearances, the wrong meafures into which we 
have been fo deceived, have been always equally 
dangerous, and in fome inftances fatal to both. 
The inhabitants of thofe of our American 
iflands, which from their principal commodity, 
or rather manufacture, are denominated the 
fugar colonies, are compofed of Whites and 
Blacks, or in other words of Briti/h fubjects and 
African faves. It is from the fkill and induftry 
“of the former, fupported by the painful and 
indefatigable labour of the latter, that not fugar 
only, but various other commodities alfo to an 
immenfe value, are raifed in thofe countries, 
and exported to different parts of the world. 
It is to the cheapnefs of the labour of thefe 
poor people, who likewife procure from thence 
the greateft part of their own fubfiftence, that 
thofe coftly and extenfive works, which are ne- 
ceffary in a fugar plantation, are derived, as well 
as all the other neceffaries that it requires, and 
whatever elfe contributes to the fupport, con- 
veniency, and the affluence of our countrymen 
in thefe ifles, who are their mafters; and in- 
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deed, it is to this circumftance of the cheap- 
nefs of their labour, that the fugar trade with 
regard to Europe at leaft, is in a great meafure 
confined to America, as on the other hand, its 
being confined to America, is the principal caufe 
of its affording fuch a variety of advantages, 
and more efpecially of its contributing fo high- 
Jy to the fupport of navigation, and in confe- 
quence of that to the maintainance of naval 
power ; from thefe general outlines of the im- 
portance of our fugar colonies, we will, for the 
fake of perfpicuity, enter a little more minutely 
into the branches of their commerce with Great 
Britain. 

Thefe fo neceflary Negro flaves are purchafed 
in Africa by the Englifo merchants with a great 
variety of woollen goods; a cheap fort of fire 
arms from Birmingham, Sheffield, and other 
places, powder, bullets, iron bars, copper bars, 
brafs pans, Britifh malt {pirits, tallow, tobacco- 
pipes, Manchefter goods, glafs beads; fome 
particular kinds of linens, ironmonger and cut- 
lery ware, certain toys, fome Eaft India goods, 
but in the main, with very little that is not of 
our own growth or manufacture. Befides thefe 
flaves, which make up the greateft part of their 
cargo, our African traders alfo purchafe gold, 
elephants teeth, and dying woods, with fome 
valuable drugs; and in the Weft Indies alfo, 
when they have any furplus of flaves, they dif- 
pofe of them ata very high price to foreion 
nations, by which there has been for i 
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[ 22 ] 
large fums got, and: all returned to Great Bri. 
tain. When thefe Negroes are fold to the Bri. 
tifb planters, they cannot be employed in or 
furnifhed with inftruments proper for their 
daily labour, but with frefh advantage to the 
Britifb nation. 

For in his field work the planter muft fupply 
his Negroes with bills, hoes, axes, iron chains, 
and other neceffary tools, which in confequence 
of their being continually ufed, makes it necef- 
fary to have yearly fupplies for the making 
good wear and tear, which in that moift and 
fultry climate efpecially, rifes to a very confi- 
derable amount. To this we may add, that 
thefe poor people living very hard, and felling no 
{mall part of the provifions they raife, lay out 
conftantly the little product that thus arifes out 
of their induftry, which they are allowed to re- 
tain, with fuch as are ftiled Negro traders, chief- 
ly for Birmingham, Sheffield, and Manckefer 
wares, fo that all this, which, their number 
confidered, amounts to no defpicable fum, is 
likewife returned hither, which is the rather 
mentioned to fhew, that if any means fhould 
be devifed to render their condition more tole- 
rable, and their circumftances more eafy, the 
fruits of their own labour, as well as that em- 
ployed in their mafter’s fervice, would all necef- 
farily center in this ifland, 

But the field expences are trifling, in compa- 
tifon of the utenfils neceffary in the fugar works, 
fuch as coppers, mill cafes, ladles, fkimmers, 
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ftills, and almoft numberlefs other articles, 
to which may be added nails, locks, hinges, 
bolts, and lead, employed by the planter in 
his other buildings, and the almoft innumerable 
kinds of iron work that are ufed in waggons, 
carts, mill works, and other things not only 
exceedingly expenfive at the firft fetting out, 
but which from their being in continual ufe, 
conftantly wear out and require freth fupplies, 
All thefe, at whatever price, muft be had from 
Britain, and even the lumber, that is timber, 
cattle, €e. though it comes from ‘the nor- 
thern plantations, is paid for by fugar planters, 
and goes in difcharge of the balances refpec- 
tively due from thofe colonies to Britaim ; or at 
leaft a very great part of them, are this way 
difcharged., 

To thefe we muf add, moft of the materi- 
als neceifary for building their houfes, by far 
the greateft part of their furniture; and it is 
not only by their induftry and the fuccefs at- 
tending it, that Britain is enriched, but alfo 
by their luxuries, whenever they are in a con- 
dition to have more than the conveniences of 
life, fuch as coaches, chariots, chaifes, together 
with all forts of wearing apparel, and no {mall 
part even of their provifions, fuch as cheefe, 
bacon, pickles, beer, ale, and cyder in vaft 
quantities, and flour and bifcuit when they are 
cheap. Their Negroes alfo, are in this refpect 
very beneficial, for flight as their cloathing is, 
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[ 24 ] 
they confume vaft quantities of check linnen, 
ftriped hollands; fuftian, blankets for their bed- 
ding, long ells and bays for warm cloathing, 
coarfe hats, woollen caps, cotton and filk hand- 
kerchiefs, knives, razors, buckles, buttons, to- 
bacco pipes, fifhing tackle, {mall glaffes, thread, 
needles, pins, and innumerable other articles, 
all of Britifo growth or manufacture. As the 
demand for all thefe is limited only by the 
means of acquiring them, it is from thence 
felf-evident, that in proportion as thefe colonies 
thrive, the fupplies from Britain continually 
augment, fo that whatever would contribute to 
increafe the profperity of either white or black 
inhabitants in thefe iflands, would at the fame 


time neceffarily extend and enlarge the Brizih 
commerce. 


But we muf not forget, that as fugar, rum, 
and molaffes, fo likewife cotton, indigo, pi- 
mento, mahogany, fuftic, and, in a word every 
thing that comes from thefe plantations are bul- 
ky commodities; they require and employ an 
immenfe quantity of fhipping, the freights of 
which outward and homeward-bound, infurance, 
commiffions, and petit charges, are all paid by 
the inhabitants of thefe iflands, and are all re- 
ceived by Britifh merchants and factors, and in 
refpect to thefe alfo, as much as they can be 
more extended the greater will the benefit be 
that Britifh fubje&ts mult acquire from them, 
in confequence of that wife law, by which all 
that arifes from the produce of thefe Britifh 
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revenue which annually arifes from this com- 


merce to the crown, and which if that com- 
merce can be any ways enlarged, will alfo reap 
from thence a continual augmentation. 

If upon the whole we attentively confider, 
that induftry only ought to be accounted. the 
real wealth of a nation, and that it is not either 
the fertility of foil, the excellence of climate, 
or even the number of people, if thofe people 
are not ufefully employed, that can give ftrength 
to a ftate, or beftow peace and independence 
upon individuals, upon which however their 
happinefs muft always depend : If we revolve 
in our minds, what an amazing variety of 
trades receive their daily fupport, as many of 
them did originally their being, from the calls 
of the African and Weft India markets: If we 
reflect on the numerous families of thofe me- 
chanics and artifans which are thus maintained, 
and contemplate that eafe and plenty, which is 
the conftant as well as juft reward of their in- 
ceant labours: If we combine with thefe, 
thofe feveral tribes of active and bufy people, 
who are continually engaged in the building, re- 
pairing, rigging, victualling, and equipping, 
the multitudes of feamen who earn their wages 
by navigating, and the prodigious crowds who 
likewife obtain their bread, by loading, un- 
loading, and other neceffary attendances upon 
fhips: If we remember, that the fubfiftence 
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of all thefe ranks and degrees of men, thug 
ufefully employed, conftitutes a new fund of 
fupport to the landed and trading interefts of 
this country, that their various confumptions 
contribute to raife the value of land, to caufe 
a regular and conftant demand for immenfe 
quantities of our native commodities, as well 
as to procure a vent for our numberlefs ma. 
nufactures, and that all this is equally regu- 
gular, permanent, and certain; we may from 
thence form a competent idea of the prodigi- 
ous value of our fugar colonies, and a juft con- 
ception of their immenfe importance to the 
grandeur and profperity of this their mother 
country, to whom from the circumftance of 
this relation, they pay without repining fuch 
prodigious tributes. 

The ufual method of treating fuch fubjects as 
thefe, in order to place them in the ftrongeft 
and moft ftriking light, has been to reduce the 
profits of the particular branch of commerce 
confidered under fome degree of calculation, in 
which however as there is neceffarily fome part, 
and too often a great deal of fuppofition, and 
many things afferted the truth of which (though 
really fo) it might be very difficult, if not im- 
poffible to prove; men of critical judgments, 
very frequently diftegard them, Yet it is ho- 
ped, that all circumftances confidered, what 
follows with refpeé to the ifland of Barbadoes, 
the oldeft of our prefent Weft India fugar co- 
fonies, will be allowed to be rather much be- 
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low, than any thing beyond the truth. Sy = 
then exclude all that accrued from it to jie 
people of England before the A 
eftimate its produce from one thoufand fix hun- 
dred fixty, to ‘feventeen hundred and fixty, at 
fixteen thoufand hogtheads of fugar, which 
make twelve thoufand ton annually, and omit- 
ting entirely the rum or fpirits, molaffes, cotton, 
ginger, aloes, and all the other commodities of 
the ifland, eftimating this at twenty pounds a 
ton, it will amount to two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds per annum, or twenty-four 
million fterling, in the courfe of the century 
either gained or faved to this nation, which, con- 
fidering that Barbadoes is not bigger than the 
Ife of Wight, muft appear a moft amazing 
fam ; and yet in proof of the modefty of this 
computation, it would be eafy to name a very 
intelligent author, who before the clofe of the 
laft century, affirmed that no lefs than thirty 
millions had been gained by our poffeffion of 
Barbadoes at the time he wrote. But though 
his zeal might poffibly carry him a little too far 
then, there is not now the leaft room to quef- 
tion, that the very beft judges, by which is to 
be underftood thofe who are beft verfed in thefe 
kind of things, and who alfo beft underftand 
this trade, would more readily concur in fixing 
the amount of our profits, during the period 
before afligned, at thirty than at twenty-four 
millions, 
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